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Christmas Eve  

4pm Friday, Dec. 24, 2021 

A service of celebration and joy for the whole family! 

 
SCC’s Christmas Eve service this year will  
include reading the Biblical stories of Jesus birth, 
singing and hearing beloved carols and music of the 
season (as allowed by Covid conditions). We will 
also explore the story of the Christmas Star! Activi-
ty sheets and fun interactions for the child in all of 
us will also be included. The service concludes with 
traditional candle-light (and glow-sticks). Please 
invite your family, friends, neighbors and others 
from the wider community to join in this sacred and 
joyful service! 

 

         

Blue Christmas – Sunday, Dec. 12th at 4 pm 

When the whole world is decked with holly, in red and green, 
it is easy to feel blue. This is a special service for all who seek 
solace and/or deep peace in midst of the ‘most merriest and 
busiest season of all!’ If you are tired of the constant  
hustle and bustle of Xmas or struggling with feelings of  
sadness or loss, please join us in the chapel for this time of  
remembering, reflecting and prayer. 

 

mailto:parishadmin@beverlysecond.com
http://www.beverlysecond.com/
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DECEMBER  WORSHIP 

Sunday worship continues in the Sanctuary at 9:30am.  
For those who are not ready to return to in-person 
worship, we invite you to join our live-streamed ser-
vices on Zoom or to watch the recorded services on 
YouTube at your convenience.  

Sunday, Dec. 5 – Second Sunday of Advent - Expecta-
tion - Worship in the Sanctuary with Communion 

Preaching:  Rev. Wendy Linares  

Prayers: Rev. Lisa Stedman 

Music: Hymns & Music with Music Directors 
Nancy R & Charles T and a variety of bells and 
chimes 

Coffee Hour on zoom (no coffee hour in person) 

Sunday, Dec. 12 – Third Sunday of Advent –  
Annunciation - Worship in the Sanctuary 

Preaching:  Rev. Lisa Stedman  

Prayers: Rev. Wendy Linares 

Music: Hymns & Music with Music Directors 
Nancy R & Charles T and a variety of bells and 
chimes 

NO Coffee Hour on zoom – Please join the For-
ward Chat to review the proposed 2022 
Budget. 

Sunday, Dec. 19 – Fourth Sunday of Advent –  
Wonder – Adventure Worship in the Sanctuary 

Join in the adventure as we explore our wonder 
in activities and through congregational partici-
pation! This is an especially great week to invite 
folks with children to be our guests! 

Reflection:  Rev. Lisa Stedman  

Prayers: Rev. Wendy Linares 

Music: Hymns & Music with Music Directors 
Nancy R & Charles T and a variety of bells and 
chimes 

NO Coffee Hour on zoom – Please join the 2022 
Budget Meeting. 

 

 

Sunday, Dec. 26 - First Sunday after Christmas – 
Rejoice! – Worship in the Sanctuary Do you have 
a favorite seasonal poem or short story? Bring it 
as a gift to share in worship today! 

 

Light of the World 

During the month of   December, the 
Church Spire will be illuminated “In  Loving 
Memory of Marie Lowe by daughters   
Donna, Pamela and Rhonda.” 

 

 

 

Tree of Life 

Congratulations and God’s Blessings upon 
the November 6th marriage of Aaron & Eric 
Naegle-Swiniuch. 

Congrats & Best Wishes are extended to 

David Brandt, upon his recent retirement. 

Don’t forget Mary Sue Wonson turns 100 
years young on December 14 (87 Herrick 
Street, #306, Beverly MA 01915). 

Budget Process at SCC 

Sunday, Dec. 12 - Forward Chat –  
Taking a Look at the Budget Proposal 
for 2022 

Sunday, Dec. 19 – Congregational 
Meeting – 2022 Budget Meeting—
Proposed Budget will be distributed by 
12/5 
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Christmas Blossoms 

Poinsettias will once again enhance Christ-
mas Sunday Worship on December 19 and 
Christmas Eve. Red, white & pink blossoms 
are being offered for $13.75 each (check: 
SCC, note: poin-
settia). Orders may 
be placed in Nar-
thex at upcoming 
in-house Sunday 
services 
(December 5 & 12) 
or by connecting 
with church office: 
978.922.5722  or email: parishad-
min@beverlysecond.com by December 12 
deadline.  Please indicate if your plant is in 
memory or celebration of loved ones. 
Plants may be picked up Sunday December 
19th following morning worship or on 
Christmas Eve.  

 

 

 

 

 

A TIME FOR GRATITUDE 

Deep gratitude is extended to Jay Swallow 

& Lauren Noonan for preparing over 180 

turkey dinners to feed the Beverly commu-

nity and the Recovery High School. 

Thank You Second Congregational Church 

for your generous donation of $500 to the 

UCC to support disaster relief.  Because of 

your kindness, we will help people rebuild 

their communities and bring comfort to 

their lives. 

Also provided to individuals from the early 

days of recovery and relief through the 

long- term recovery phase makes a big 

difference.  Communities faced with dev-

astating challenges find strength and hope 

in knowing that you care.  Your support 

allows UCC Disaster Ministries to bridge 

the gaps between the assistance offered 

by first-time responders and community 

revitalization. 

Thank you again for spreading God’s hope, 

peace and love through your financial as-

sistance as the United Church of Christ 

continues to build a just world for all.   

Sincerely, Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer,  

General Minister & President of UCC 

Sunday December 19th in the parlor 
from 10:45 to 12:30.   

 

 

 

 

Spirited Women will meet in the parlor on 
Sun Dec. 19th after the congregation-
al meeting. We will be making simple dove 
garlands! No great artistic talents needed 
and all women are welcome. We will wrap 
up the meeting by 12:30. 
Hope to see you there! 

mailto:parishadmin@beverlysecond.com
mailto:parishadmin@beverlysecond.com
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Dear SCC Folks, 

 

Happy Advent!! I hope that you had a blessed Thanksgiving and that your entry into this next 
season has been smooth! It’s hard to believe that we’re already through “Black Friday, Small 
Business Saturday, Cyber Monday and Giving Tuesday!” But now that the crass commercial-
ism of “Xmas” has fully set in, it is my hope that the deeply spiritual feel of Advent can also 
come to us in full. 
 

One of my favorite things to ponder during Advent is the appearance of the Christmas Star 
and the sense of God’s light growing in our lives. In the midst of all the busy-ness of Decem-
ber, this image helps me to focus on what really matters. The last lines of a poem by Robert 
Frost help me remember to “...choose something like a star to stay our minds on and be 
staid.”  (You can read the whole poem on the following page) 
 

I really do use the Christmas Star to guide me during this season. I imagine it as it must have 
first appeared – not the biggest or brightest star in the sky, but as just enough of a new glim-
mer that the eastern astronomers took notice. It gains strength throughout the season, until 
it comes to shine in all its glory over the manger scene of Jesus’ birth. As I hold that idea in 
my mind, I can also increasingly bring myself toward God’s presence and love. That’s part of 
how I observe Advent and this year, I invite you to join me. As you listen in worship and read 
messages from me in these weeks, be alert for star images, illustrations and allusions. It is 
my hope that you too will find yourself approaching Christmas in a way that brings you new 
meaning, new hope and love. 
 

Oh, star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright, (always*) leading, still pro-
ceeding, guide us to God’s perfect light. 
 

Many blessings, 

Pastor Lisa 

revelsucc@gmail.com 

 

 

* In my experience, the star may or may not lead us “westward,“ but it always leads us in 
God’s direction.” 

 

 

        

 Pastor’s Ponderings 

mailto:Revelsucc@gmail.com
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"Choose Something Like a Star" 

(1916) 

O Star (the fairest one in sight), 

We grant your loftiness the right 

To some obscurity of cloud � 

It will not do to say of night, 

Since dark is what brings out your light. 

Some mystery becomes the proud. 

But to be wholly taciturn 

In your reserve is not allowed. 

Say something to us we can learn 

By heart and when alone repeat.  

Say something! And it says "I burn." 

But say with what degree of heat. 

Talk Fahrenheit, talk Centigrade. 

Use language we can comprehend. 

Tell us what elements you blend. 

It gives us strangely little aid, 

But does tell something in the end. 

And steadfast as Keats' Eremite, 

Not even stooping from its sphere, 

It asks a little of us here. 

It asks of us a certain height, 

So when at times the mob is swayed 

To carry praise or blame too far, 

We may choose something like a star 

To stay our minds on and be staid. 

Robert Frost  1874-1963  

http://ceadserv1.nku.edu/longa/poems/poetbios.htm#Frost
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 Greetings, Friends!   

The holidays are a mixed bag of joy and sorrow for many people. The holidays can be  

especially challenging for those impacted by mental illness.  

A recent study has shown that 64% of people with mental illness report that the holidays 

make their condition worse. Adding the stress of the pandemic has upped that number  

significantly.  It really is not the most wonderful time of the year for many. For individuals 

and families coping with mental health challenges, the holidays can be lonely, stressful, 

and filled with anxiety or depression. 

Below you will find some suggestions on how you can reduce stress and maintain good 

mental health during the season of Christmas. 

Take steps to stay safe. Covid continues to pose a health risk 

even for those who have been vaccinated. 

Accept your needs. Be kind to yourself. 

Manage your time and don’t overdo. It’s ok to decline invites or 

say no. 

Be realistic. We all have struggles at one time or another. You are not alone. 

Set boundaries. Family dynamics are complicated! Acknowledge that you can only control 

yourself, not anyone else. 

Practice relaxation. Deep breathing, prayer, and meditation are good ways to calm and  

center yourself. 

Exercise daily.  Make time to walk in the outdoors or exercise some other way. Daily  

exercise relieves stress and improves your overall well-being. 

Keep a gratitude journal. Being mindful of the things that bring you joy, even if they are 

little things, can be helpful. 

Eat well. Eating well is good for you and can help stabilize your mood. 

Get good sleep. 

Spend time in nature. Studies show that spending time in nature reduces stress. 

Get support. Friends, family, doctor, church. The suicide hotline # is 1-800-273-8255.  

Reach out to me or Lisa if you need to talk.  Warmly and With Love,  Wendy  

508 451 7585.   wendylinares60@gmail.com.         

   

     Message from Chaplain:  Wendy Linares 

 

mailto:wendylinares60@gmail.com
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Amazing Grace at 99 by Mary Sue Wonson 

After a Zoom Christmas and Zoom 

New Year’s Eve 2021 brought 

hope and new vaccine.  Health 

care workers were getting their 

shots in January.  Older people 

were next.  We are older, I am 99 

and will turn 100 on December 

14.  My husband, Roger is 97, and 

up until October, we still lived in 

our own home in Beverly.  We 

were excited about getting the 

COVID-19 vaccine and getting 

back to our lives, with family 

members dropping by. 

     I missed my weekly “goal 

meetings” with my friend Alice, 

where we shared our writing pro-

gress and hopes for the future.  

Roger, who before the pandemic 

played the saxophone in two 

bands a week, especially missed 

the camaraderie of his fellow mu-

sicians and just playing his be-

loved sax.  He has loved it since he 

was very young; he had a room at 

our house dedicated to his saxo-

phones of all kinds and vintages. 

     Alice and her husband had 

scheduled their shots at a site in 

Lynn, and by the end of February 

they were fully vaccinated.  They 

reported a party-like atmosphere 

at the vaccination site– everyone 

was so relieved.  We asked our 

doctor if someone could come to 

our house to give us a shot, but 

his office did not have a vaccine 

supply and he told us we’d have 

to travel to a site.  Because mobili-

ty is a problem for us, that was 

not going to work.  So we waited 

and waited and waited. 

     March turned into April, and 

then we got the call: A nurse 

would be coming to our house on 

the following Monday to give to 

give us the Johnson & Johnson 

shot! But on Monday, we learned 

Our appointment had been delayed because 

some people had had a bad reaction to the 

vaccine.  So we waited again. 

     It would be two more weeks before the next 

call came—a nurse would be coming over that 

Wednesday! Kathy, our eldest daughter, 

planned to drive down from Vermont to be 

part of the big event. 

     On Wednesday we heard a knock at the 

door.  “Hello,” a nurse greeted us.  We rolled 

up our sleeves and he gave us the shot at long 

last.  We were free. 

    The nurse commented on the special lights 

Roger had installed in the kitchen rafter, and 

they go talking about home improvements.  As 

they chatted away, the nurse took out his iPh-

one and showed Roger a picture of his home. 

     Feeling grateful, Roger said, “I would like to 

play a song on my saxophone to thank you.” 

Roger selected his favorite sax and played 

“Amazing Grace.” The nurse joined in, singing 

in French, and Kathy chimed in, also in French.  

It turned out that the nurse had grown up in 

Paris.  We all sand “Amazing Grace” in English 

the second time.  This time Roger put down 

His saxophone and sang the tenor 

part.  What a special day! 

     Some weeks later, a foot special-

ist arrived at the house.  Roger 

played “Memories of You” for her 

and then we all sang “Amazing 

Grace.” The nurse said she used to 

sing in her church choir. 

    Roger even played for the ambu-

lance drivers who came some weeks 

later when I fell.  Roger said that he 

didn’t play the “bridge part” of 

“Memories of You” as he didn’t want 

to hold up the drivers.  Another day, 

it was the air conditioning repair-

man.  When Roger asked him if he 

could thank him for his work by play-

ing “Amazing Grace” on his saxo-

phone the man said, “Sure, but if 

you don’t mind, I would like to rec-

ord it on my iPhone, as my wife 

would never believe me.” 

    We’ve recently moved to a reha-

bilitation center, but rest assured—

Roger brought one of his saxo-

phones along.  Just this afternoon, 

he played for an hour and a half for a 

roomful of residents and family 

members.  After all the isolation and 

waiting, music has brought us to-

gether, and we are grateful. 

 

_______________________ 

Mary Sue and Roger Wonson are the 

authors of Down River:  A Memoir of 

Choate Island.  Alice Gardner con-

tributed to this story. 

 

________________________ 

Boston Globe—November 28, 2021 



  

 

 

  
Spire Input, November, 2021 

 

Below is a summary of our key financials as reported in the October, 2021 Treasurer’s Re-
port: 
 

 YTD Actuals  YTD Budget  Difference 

Total Budget Income  $242,415  $329,099  -$86,684 

Total Pledge Receipts    $111,561  $112,407  -$846 

Total Budget Expenses  $249,647  $271,296  -$21,649 

Total Income less Expenses -$7,232    $57,803 
 
 

Pledge receipts jumped considerably in October, bringing us back even with the year-to-
date budgeted receipts. These funds will be important in providing the cash to help  
prevent diving into invested funds to round out spending at year’s end.  

 
The Finance Team has been spending considerable time over the past several weeks pull-
ing together the 2022 budget. For a variety of reasons, we are anticipating a sizeable defi-
cit next year. These will be discussed at the Forward Chat on December 12, in preparation 
for the December 19 congregational meeting to vote on the budget. 
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 Central Board News and Notes: 

The Central Board met November 16, and continued to spend quite a bit of time discussing 
the ongoing Transition Process, sharing feedback and themes/takeaways from the 3 
group Listening Sessions held October 18 - Nov 1, and 
the Summarized Sharing Session after church November 
7th.  The Central Board was encouraged by the level of  
attendance and active participation.  The next phase is Gaining  
Perspective.  Many were surprised to learn that only approximately 25% of today’s family 
units are connected to an organized church, compared to 80+% in the early 1960’s, and that 
Second Church was the only remaining UCC church in Beverly.  Rev Lisa is distributing ques-
tions for the homework task, interview a millennial (person under 40) to better understand 
that perspectives on church, and what might appeal to them.  Our new Conference Minister 
will be with us on January 30th in person, and we hope to leverage UCC resources as we 
think about Second Church’s future. 
Rev Lisa shared the plan for Advent and Christmas services which are nearly complete.  The 
4:00 pm Family Service is firm, working to finalize whether an evening service will be held, 
which you can read about elsewhere in the Spire. 
The Finance Team has developed the first draft 2022 budget, and will attend a joint meeting 
to present the proposed budget to the Central Board November 29.  A Forward Chat to dis-
cuss the budget will be held December 12, and it will be presented for approval at 
the December 19 Congregational Meeting. 
Jack Terrill presented a recommendation from the Property Team to replace the 8 large 
sanctuary windows, after receiving 3 bids.  This is considered the highest priority by the 
Property Team.  The windows were installed in the 1950’s and have fallen into disrepair 
(glazing has failed and a few windows have rot.)  There have been recent times when the 
windows were so swollen from rain that they could not be opened.  The team considered 
repairs to the windows but believed that replacement would be the better option to provide 
both better ventilation when needed but also better protection from the elements (repair 
options were estimated to cost more than $10K, if we could find a vendor). 

o   After considerable discussion, the Central Board determined that this was not the appropri-

ate time to initiate congregational discussions to undertake such an expensive project (>$50K), 
and keep our congregational meeting focus on the Transition Process.  More information was re-
quested from the vendor regarding better drawings and pictures of the aluminum window pro-
posal, as these have been used in many historic Boston area buildings, should we decide to revisit 
the topic next year. 

 David Brandt led a discussion of several Technology topics.  A short term plan to clean up 
our Zoom files and Dropbox was agreed to, as was the need to increase funding for technol-
ogy projects as we traverse this hybrid in-person/remote church service model.  For the near 
term, David will help get a list of weekly, monthly and annual tasks to help with the longer 
term plan, and is continuing to look at microphone options with Rev Lisa to help transmit 
music and singing better. 
 The next meeting of the Central Board will be December 14.  Contact one of the CB mem-
bers if you’d like the Zoom/telephone info to attend. 
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WHAT’S NEXT FOR SCC in The Transitional Process? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Remember that crazy part of the transitional process that asks you to engage a young  
person in conversation?? It’s part of Step #3 in our plan!! And the time is NOW!!  
 
Attached in the email for this newsletter (and posted on the church website at  
https://www.beverlysecond.com/transition-visioning ), you will find a full set of  
directions for having a conversation during this holiday season with your beloved grand-
child/nephew/niece, who-ever!! Please feel free to undertake this task anytime between 
now and New Year’s! We will gather in January to share our insights and learnings. 
 
Copies also available outside the church office. 

https://www.beverlysecond.com/transition-visioning
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 Pick Up Roast Beef Dinner 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 

35 Conant Street, Beverly 

Saturday, December 18 

 

Menu:  roast beef, gravy, mashed potatoes & vegetable 

Cost: $10.00 each 

Meal in microwaveable container: 

1-3pm: pickup at church or delivered to local homes 

 Place orders church office by Friday, December 10th 

978-922-5722 or email: 

parishadmin@beverlysecond.com 

We could use some helpers to join the Delivery Team 

connect with church office if available. 

mailto:parishadmin@beverlysecond.com
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Second Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 

35 Conant Street 

Beverly MA 01915 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Church is once again supporting the local Salvation Army 

in reaching out to area children.  Due to Covid considerations this year gift cards or 

smaller items are preferred, due to space limitations and drive-through distribution.  

Tags with child’s name/age will be available at upcoming December 5 & 12 in-house 

worship services.  Purchase a gift card and/or small gift and tape/write angel code# to 

the gift and return the unwrapped gift to the church office by the morning of Monday 

December 13.  If you are unable to attend worship, you may phone the church office 

(978.922.5722) or email Mary Jane Clark (parishadmin@beverlysecond.com) and tag  

details will be relayed to you. Connect with church office by phone/email to be sure we 

will be here to receive your gift by the December 13 deadline. Simply ring the doorbell 

at handicap entrance and upon entering place your gift on table inside the entrance for 

pickup by office staff.   

mailto:parishadmin@beverlysecond.com

